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HEADS AND TALES @ A 00TH 
ANNIVERSARY SOUVENIR OF 
MINTING IN CANADA @ TT 
ROYAL CANADIAN MINT OTTAWA 


CANADA @ 108-198 


1908: January 2—The Governor General, Earl Grey strikes the first coin at the new Ottawa Branch of 
the Royal Mint. King Edward VII appears on Canada’s five coins. Following his death in 1910, the obverse (face 
side) of the coins is changed to depict King George V, crowned June 22, 1911 and true to Mint tradition, facing the 
opposite direction to his predecessor. 1911: A refinery is added to the Mint. Prior to this time, bullion from 
Canadian mines had been refined by the Assay Office. The refined gold of at least 99.5 pureness in bar form is 
purchased by the Department of Finance for purposes of international trade, while the refined silver is used for 
coinage. 1912: The Titanic, largest and most luxurious liner afloat, collides with an iceberg and sinks on her 
maiden voyage southeast of Newfoundland with a loss of nearly 1600 souls. 
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1920: Prohibition! Manufacture, transportation and sale of 
alcoholic liquor is prohibited in the United States. The large 
Canadian cent is replaced by the smaller one-cent coin with a new 
design on the reverse. 1921: William Lyon Mackenzie King, 
successor to Sir Wilfrid Laurier as leader of the 
Liberal party becomes Prime Minister of Canada. 
1922: The small five-cent silver is replaced by 
the large 5-cent ‘“‘nickel’’ coin bearing 
the effigy of King George V anda 
new design on the reverse. The 
Model-T Ford and the 
‘flapper’ short dresses and 
exaggerated styles become 
symbols of prosperity and 
the business boom of the 
“roaring twenties’. 
1927: The 60th anniversary 
of Confederation is commemo- 
rated with the striking of a bronze medal 
bearing the effigies of King George V and 
Queen Mary for distribution to Canadian 
schoolchildren. 
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1935: The first Silver Dollar is minted to commemorate the Silver Jubilee of the reign of King George V.. 
Canadian sculptor Emanuel Hahn designed the reverse depicting a pelt-laden canoe being paddled past a rocky — 
island of pines by an Indian and a Voyageur. 1936: King George V dies and the Prince of Wales becomes King 
Edward VIII. December 11—The King abdicates after reigning less than one year to marry American divorcee 
Mrs. Wallis Warfield Simpson and becomes Duke of Windsor. The short time between the death of George V, the 
abdication of Edward VIII and the crowning of his brother, King George VI did not permit minting of coins 
bearing the effigy of Edward VIII. King George VI faces the same direction as his father, maintaining the tra- 
ditional Mint sequence. The 1937 coins, each with new reverse designs, depict a maple twig, caribou head, beaver, . 
coat-of-arms and under full sail, a fishing schooner on the 10-cent piece. June—A new Refinery is completed 


overlooking Lady Grey Drive. Constructed of sandstone and granite, the extension of the Gothic style building 
will expand the Mint’s capacity to meet its increased gold refining requirements. 
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1941: December 7—Japan attacks Pearl Harbor in Hawaii inflicting terrible loss of life and destruction to 
ships of the U.S. Navy, bringing America into the War against the Axis powers—Germany, Japan and Mussolini’s 
Italy. 1942: To preserve nickel for the war effort a “tombac”’ 5-cent piece of 88% copper and 12% zinc is minted. 
1943: The reverse of the tombac 5-cent coin is redesigned to depict the V for Victory symbol, made popular 
by Winston Churchill and the Torch, symbolic of Sacrifice. “We win when we work willingly”’ is inscribed in Morse 
Code on the surrounding border. 1945: Victory in Europe! The unconditional surrender of Germany is an- 
nounced amid reports Adolf Hitler had committed suicide. The course of history is altered by the dropping of the 
first Atom bomb on Japan, bringing about her formal surrender, signed on the U.S. battleship ‘‘Missouri’”’. Male and 
female figures march across the Canadian Volunteer Service Medal struck in silver by the Mint and awarded by the 
Department of National Defence to volunteers who served with Canada’s forces during World War II —the bar 
and maple leaf across the ribbon indicating service overseas. Members of the forces who served in the several 
campaigns between 1989 - 1945 are issued with the bronze Campaign Star of which there are eight different designs. 
The minting of Silver dollars resumes and the 1946 ‘“‘beaver’’ 5-cent coin returns to circulation. 





1949: Canada’s Prime Minister, Louis St. Laurent and Premier Joseph Smallwood celebrate 
Newfoundland’s joining of Confederation to become the Dominion’s tenth province. To commemorate the event, 
a new silver dollar is struck. The Mint Engraver works by hand directly on the steel master die depicting John 
Cabot’s ship ‘““Mathew” on which the explorer arrived at Newfoundland in 1497. Beneath the 3-masted ship under 
full sail is inscribed the motto, “‘Floreat Terra Nova’’—May Newfoundland Flourish. 
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1951: To commemorate the isolation of 
nickel in 1751 by the Swedish chemist, 
Cronstedt and two hundred years of world 
production, a new 5-cent piece is struck by 
the Mint. A stylized nickel refinery is 
illustrated on the reverse. 1952: King 
George VI dies after reigning as Britain’s 
monarch for sixteen years. Britons living in all 
parts of the world attend memorial services 
to pay respect and bid farewell to their 
beloved King. After the poignant funeral 
service attended by three English queens: 
Dowager Queen Mary, Elizabeth, the Queen 
Mother and Queen Elizabeth II —mother, 
widow and daughter of the late King, his body 
is laid to rest in St. George’s Chapel, Windsor. 
Vincent Massey is appointed the first 
Canadian-born Governor General and 
commissions the Mint Engraver to prepare dies 
for medals, the obverse showing a portrait of 
His Excellency and his Coat of Arms 

appearing on the reverse. 
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1953: June 2— Queen Elizabeth IT is crowned ina 
colourful ceremony of pageantry and splendour. Her Coronation 
draws kings, queens, princes, sultans and ambassadors from 
around the world to Westminster Abbey, London. Over 3,000,000 
Coronation Commemorative Medallions are struck by the Mint 
for Canada’s schoolchildren. The new obverse design on the 
Canadian coins depicts the uncrowned effigy of 

the Queen, with no change to the reverse. 
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1958: The Centennial of the founding of British Columbia as a Crown Colony is commemorated in © 
the new design for the silver dollar depicting a totem pole against a background of the Rocky Mountains, symbolic 
of Canada’s western province. 1959: Major General Georges P. Vanier is sworn in as Canada’s first French- 
speaking Governor General. His Excellency and Madame Vanier are portrayed on the new Governor General’s 
Medal. 1963: November 22—the world is stunned by the assassination of President John F. Kennedy. The . 
youngest President in U.S. history brought a fresh concept of leadership to his high office, during which inter- 
national relations warmed. Foreign leaders of a generation older than President Kennedy learned to respect 
him and the liberal and humanitarian approach he took to domestic and international problems. 1964: 
Charlottetown and Quebec, scenes of Conferences in 1864 of the Fathers of Confederation, are commemorated 
on the reverse of the new silver dollar. The French Fleur-de-lis, the Irish Shamrock, the Scottish Thistle and the 
English Rose are combined within a circle to form one integrated symbol of unity. 1965: January 24—Sir 
Winston Churchill, Britain’s elder statesman and popular wartime leader dies at the age of 91. His rise to Prime 
Minister was the achievement of a political career spanning many troubled years and his indomitable spirit proved 

a vital source of morale during the dark days of World War II. February 15—A new flag for Canada! After 
design competitions, suggestions and parliamentary debate, official approval is given to the stylized red maple . 
leaf on a white ground between two red bands. | 





1967: Centennial! The 100th Anniversary of Confederation celebrations begin with the pealing of bells from 
coast to coast through Canada’s time zones as the clocks strike January 1. Prime Minister Pearson lights the 
Centennial flame and plays host to visiting dignitaries on their way to the most exciting Centennial project — 
Expo ’67 in Montreal, that attracts record-breaking crowds and enhances Canada’s image at home and abroad. 
The Royal Canadian Mint too, is busy with Centennial projects. Coins and medallions are struck to com- 
memorate Confederation. A twenty-dollar gold piece, bearing the traditional Coat-of-Arms usually seen on the 
50-cent piece is minted as part of a specially selected set of new coins, depicting animals native to Canada with 
traits symbolic of Canada’s character. The Mint is deluged with orders for the new coins illustrating the Canada. 
Goose, Wolf, Wildcat, Mackerel, Rabbit and Dove. All school children receive a bronze medallion as a souvenir of 
Centennial, bearing the Canadian Shield and official symbol of this memorable birthday. The same designs are 
struck in silver and sold separately or as part of the set of six commemorative coins. 
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1968: On the threshold of 
Centennial Plus I, 
The Royal Canadian Mint looks ahead 
after 60 years as a self-sufficient organization, 
responsible for the engraving and minting of coin 
of the realm, medals, seals, medallions and the 
refining of Canadian gold bullion. Advancing 
technology demands changes in methods and ~ 
materials and the Mint, like any progressive 
company is adjusting to meet these requirements. 
Canada’s 1968 coins bear the pre-1967 
designs, while the 50-cent and one-dollar pieces 
are reduced to more practical sizes for everyday 
commerce. By the end of 1968, all coins, with the 
exception of the one-cent piece will be produced 
from pure Canadian nickel —a harder, more durable 
material than silver alloy and struck to result 
in a brilliant, mirror-like finish to the surfaces. 
Increasing demand for Canadian mint-sets will be 
met with the new “nickel dollar’ being available 
separately and as part of the set of six coins. 
The Royal Canadian Mint will continue to 
record the momentous events of the space age 
with the same concern for minting quality for — 
which Canada’s coinage is world renowned. 
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since 1908 


1908: King Edward 
VII, crowned August 
9, 1902. Prior to 1908, 
all coinage for Canada 
was produced at the 
Royal Mint, London 
and the Mint in 
Birmingham. These 
are the first coins 
struck at the Ottawa 
Branch and are 
actual size. 








King George V, 
crowned June 22, 
1911. In addition to 
the five denomina- 
tions, five-dollar and 
ten-dollar gold coins 
were minted in 1912. 








1920: The small cent BS 
replaced the larger version : . ue 
with a new reverse design. ; . 
1922: The small silver : i 
5-cent coin gave way to th sf 
the large 5-cent nickel 
coin with a new design on 
the reverse. 1935: The 
first silver dollar became 
so popular as a coin that 
the piece became a sixth 
denomination thereafter, 
with the exception 

of the war years. 
































King George VI, crowned May 
12, 1937. Although preparations 
were made, no coins were struck 
bearing the effigy of King Edward 
VIII, due to his short reign. If 
coinage had been minted, his 
effiigy would have faced in the 
opposite direction to King 
George V. 1939: The silver 
dollar was changed to 
commemorate the visit to 
Canada by King George 
Vi and Queen Elizabeth. 
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1942: A shortage of 
nickel occurred 
because of the War 
and later in the year 
““Tombac’’ was used 
for the 5-cent piece, 
bearing the same 
beaver reverse design. 


19438: ‘““Tombac’’ 
continued in use with 
a new “‘Victory”’ 
design on the reverse. 
1944-45: The 
‘‘Victory’’ 5-cent piece 
was manufactured of 
chromium plated steel. 





1946: Except for the dodecagonal 
shape, the 5-cent coin reverted to 
its 1941 design. 1948: The 
inscription on the obverse of all 
Canadian coins was revised when 
the titles of King George VI were 
changed. 1949: The silver dollar 
commemorating Newfoundland’s 
entry into Confederation was the 
only change in the coins of that 
year. 1951: The reverse of the 
5-cent coin was redesigned to 
commemorate the 200th anni- 
versary of the isolation of nickel. 





















1958: Queen Elizabeth 
II, crowned June 2, 
1953. No changes to 
the reverse designs 
were made. 





1958: The British 
Columbia Centennial 
silver dollar replaced 
the regular one-dollar 
coin. 1959: The reverse 
of the 50-cent piece 
was revised to reflect 
the change in Canada’s 
Coat-of-Arms. 1964: 
The Charlottetown 
and Quebec 
commemorative silver 
dollar was struck as 
the issue of that year. 





1967: The reverse 
designs changed on all 
denominations in 
commemoration of the 
Centennial of 
Confederation. As part 
of a Centennial mint 
set, a twenty-dollar 
gold piece was struck 
bearing the 
Coat-of-Arms usually 
seen on the 50-cent 
piece. 





1968: The reverse designs of 
the pre-1967 coins appear on 
the new coins produced of 
Canadian nickel. All uncircu- 
lated mint sets are of nickel 
but the regular mint issue of 
25-cent and 10-cent silver- 
alloy coins will continue 
through part of 1968 before 
the changeover is completed. 
The 50-cent and one-dollar 
pieces are smaller than 
previous issues. 





THE ROYAL CANADIAN MINT 


COINING AND MEDAL DIVISION 


MELTING 


ROLLING AND 
ANNEALING 


SLITTING 
BLANKING 
MARKING 


ANNEALING, 
CLEANING, DRYING 


COINING 


EXAMINING, 
COUNTING, BAGGING 


STRONGHOLD 


BANK OF CANADA 


CHARTERED BANKS, 
BRANCHES 








Raw material is melted to form alloys in bar form. 


Rolling under intense pressure to become coils of 
desired thickness and heating to anneal, or soften 
during process. 7 


Coils are slit to widths suitable for blanking 
machines. 


Blanks are cut from coils. Scrap cutter recovers 
remainder of coil strip. 


Edges of blanks are raised to achieve exact size. 


Softening and cleaning to allow impression of 
design. 


Designs are struck onto the finished blanks. 


Sorting and quality examinations, automatic 
counting, bagging and sealing. 


Final weight checks and storage. 


Bagged coinage is forwarded to Bank of Canada 
for distribution to Chartered Banks. 


Coins go into general circulation. 

















Written and Designed by 
Hunter Straker Templeton Limited 
Toronto, Canada. 
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ROGER DUHAMEL, F.R.S.C. 
QUEEN’S PRINTER AND CONTROLLER OF STATIONERY 
OTTAWA, 1968 


CAT. NO. F72-368 


